Welcome to the Summer
Food Service Program!

While learning does not end when school lets out, neither does the
need for good nutrition. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is
good, nutritious food that's “in” when school is “out.” It was created
to ensure that children in low-income areas could continue to receive
nutritious meals during long school vactions, when they do not have
access to school lunch or breakfast.

Nearly 14 million children depend on free and reduced-price school
meals for 9 months out of the year. We know that many of them are
at nutritional risk during the months when their schools are closed
for vacation. Unfortunately, only about 2.3 million children
participate in SFSP each day.

(learly, the nutrition needs of a large number of children who
depend on free and reduced-price meals during school are not being
met in the summer. Good nutrition is essential for learning. Without
your help, these children may not return to school ready to learn.

SFSP is the single largest Federal resource available for local
sponsors who want to combine a feeding program with a summer
activity program. Why not take advantage of this valuable resource
to provide nutritious meals to the children in your community?

Please join us in supporting children by becoming a partner in SFSP.

This brochure will give you more information on SFSP and on how you
can participate.

HOW DOES SFSP WORK?

® & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & & 4 & & 2 8 0

SFSP is administered at the Federal level by the Food and Nutrition
Service (FNS), an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture
{USDA). FNS decides overall program policy and publishes regulations
and payment rates.

The state Department of Education (DOE) administers SFSP in Florida.
DOE approves sponsor applications, conducts training of sponsors,
monitors SFSP operations, and processes program payments.

Sponsors sign agreements with DOE to run the program. SFSP
reimburses approved sponsors for serving meals that meet Federal
nutritional guidelines. Sponsors receive payments from USDA, through
DOE, based on the number of meals they serve. All meals are served
free to children age 18 and under.

in SFSP
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Become a SPONSOR

Make an investment in the children in your community. If
your organization already provides services to the
community, and has capable staff and good management
practices to run a food service, you can administer SFSP.
As a sponsor, you will:

o oitend Florida DOE's training

» locate eligible sites

« hire, train, and supervise staff

= arrange for meals to be prepared or delivered
e monitor your sites

o prepare claims for reimbursement

Run a SITE

Some organizations do not have the financial or
administrative ability to run the program, but they can
supervise a food service for children, along with
recreational or enrichment activities, at a site. If you
supervise a site, you will:

« aftend your sponsor’s fraining

e supervise activities and meal service of your site
o distribute meals by following SFSP guidelines

o keep daily records of meals served

» store food oppropriately

« keep the site clean and sanitary

Be a VENDOR

Organizations with kitchens and food service staff,
including schools, commercial companies, or public or
nonprofit institutions, can participate in SFSP as vendors.
Instead of administering or supervising a meal service

site, o vendor sells prepared meals under an agreement or

o contract with an approved SFSP sponsor. As a vendor,
you will:

o register with Florida DOE, if required

o meef appropriate health and sanitation standards

o prepare meals meeting Federal nutritional guidelines
o deliver meals on schedule

o keep delivery records

o fulfill the terms of the ugreement or contract

WAYS You Can Participate

VOLUNTEER

Even if your organization cannot take on the
responsibilities of a sponsor or a site, you can team up
with a sponsor to provide:

o TIME - volunteer as a camp counselor, trip chaperone, cook,
bus driver, etc. to help sites and sponsors keep stoff costs
down; lead an activity or class in arts & crafts, reading, life
skills, computers, gardening, math, music, etc....

o SPACE - kitchen space (for meal preparation); fields,
multi-purpose rooms, etc. (for youth activities)...

o RESOURCES - vehicles (to transport children and/or meals);
donate other materials that may enhance activities...

o FINANCIAL SUPPORT - donate outreach funds; create a fund
within your organization for o sponsor or site; churches can
take up cause-specific collections...

e POLITICAL VOICE - when legislation to improve Summer Food

is being considered, contact your legislators and ask them to
support the bill...

WHO CAN SPONSOR SFSP?

Sponsors must be organizations that are fully capahle
of managing a food service program.

To be a sponsor, you must follow regulations and be
responsible, financially and administratively, for
running your program.

Which types of organizations are eligible to sponsor
SFSP?

o public or private nonprofit schools
« units of local, municipal, county, fribal, or State
government
« private nonprofit organizations
« public or private nonprofit camps .
o public or private nonprofit universities or colleges ®
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